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“Together we CAN stop child abuse and neglect”

Tell me about the CAN Council……….
On a regular basis, we are asked to share information about the CAN Council, its programs and services.  Since 
September 1979, the Child Abuse and Neglect (CAN) Council Saginaw County has focused on child abuse pre-
vention.  Over these decades, we have responded to community needs by adding two direct service programs 
to facilitate a continuum of services to children and families.  In order to best “tell you about the CAN Council”, 
here is a way to visualize CAN’s programs and services:

Together

we

CAN
stop

child

abuse

and

neglect

 CAC (established in 1999) 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
Minimizing trauma and increasing the safety of 
sexually and physically abused children and their 
families in a child-friendly environment. 

• Conducts child-sensitive interviews (475 in 
2007; over 2,600 total) 

• Provides expert non-invasive medical 
evaluations (81 in 2007) 

• Collaborates with CPS, prosecutors, law 
enforcement & mental health workers 

• Accredited by the National Children’s Alliance 

 CASA (established in 2002) 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
Providing highly trained volunteers as a powerful 
voice that advocates for a safe, permanent and 
loving environment for children in foster care. 

• 66 CASA volunteers advocated for 171 children 
in 2007 

• 2,232 face-to-face hours with children/4,191 
other hours contributed in 2007 

• Accredited by the National CASA Association 

 CAPE (established in 1979) 
Child Abuse Prevention Education 
Working to prevent the cycle of child abuse through 
education, awareness and collaborative efforts in our 
community:  

• Services to 5,324 children & adults in 2007 
• Baby Think It Over 
• Baby Basics 
• For Kids Sake Mandated Reporter Training 
• Personal Safety Program 
• Community Collaborations 
• Public Awareness Events & Presentations 
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From the 
President’s Desk

Where to fi nd help ...
Report Abuse .............................................................. 989-758-1791
CAN Council (CAC, CAPE, CASA)  ................................... 989-752-7226
Child & Family Services (Counseling) ........................... 989-790-7500
Community Child Care (Referral Service) ..................... 989-497-0680
Crisis Center (Mental Health) ....................................... 989-792-9732
Family Youth Initiative (Teen Support) ........................ 877-FYI-4YOU
Great Start Collaborative  ............................................ 989-399-7473
Innerlink (Teen Runaway) ........................................... 989-753-3431
Lead Hotline ................................................................ 800-MI-TOXIC
Mental Health Services ............................................... 989-797-3400
Parent Helpline ........................................................... 800-942-HELP
Parent Resource Center (Parent/Child Programs) ........ 989-759-3625
Sexual Assault Program (SAP) (Counseling) ................ 989-790-9118
Underground Railroad (Domestic Violence) ................. 989-755-0411
Westlund Guidance Clinic (Counseling) ....................... 989-793-4790

TO REPORT 
SUSPECTED 
ABUSE OR 
NEGLECT, 
PLEASE CALL:
Saginaw County 
Department of Human 
Services: Protective 
Services Division

(989) 758-1791

CUT OUT AND SAVE
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CASA Supervisor
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With gratitude for your commitment and support,

Suzanne Greenberg
President/CEO

Barb Leo
Dwight Lewis, Jr.
Dr. Donald Passal
Mike Tribble

Para reportar una sospecha de 
abuso sexual a un nino, llame al  
DHS al numero (989) 758-1791. 

CAN COUNCIL 

LIVE UNITED 
“GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.”     

As the chilly weather arrives and all our children are settled into school, in our world there is another 
sign that the season has changed - the kickoff  of our United Way campaign.    The quote above is the 
theme for this year’s United Way campaign.  We know that we must do these things to make Saginaw 
County the community that we can all be proud to share with our children and families. 

The United Way theme aligns closely with what you will read in our newsletters.  As you read through 
this newsletter, you will notice many opportunities:

  •  Give:  don’t forget to give to United Way and consider your planned giving
  •  Advocate: apply to be a CASA or get involved in spreading the child abuse prevention news
  •  Volunteer:  consider  volunteering at a Saginaw Spirit game, in our offi  ce, or for a special event

So, whether you decide to volunteer or are planning to attend our Take A Stand for Children breakfast on 
November 12th, we know that we all must make the commitment to:  Give, Advocate, Volunteer.  LIVE 
UNITED!   If you have an idea you would like to share or have thoughts of a way you see yourself being a 
part of our mission, please send me an email at sgreenberg@cancouncil.org or call at your convenience 
(989) 752-7226.  If you have some time, please call to set up an appointment to tour our center at 
1311 N. Michigan so we can share what we are up to - with you. 
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Parent’s CornerPREVENTION & EDUCATION  PROGRAM UPDATES

Handmade Safe Sleepwear for Infants 

Your great grandparents may have called them “buntings”.  Today’s grand-
mothers and expecting parents can fi nd them under the name of “sleep 
sacks” and “sleep blankets”. They can range from $8 to $25 online. Many 
child care centers no longer allow heavy blankets near sleeping infants 
due to licensing rules. Parents will need a good supply of these “buntings” 
to get through the day. 

Saginaw Exchange Club president and CAN 
Council volunteer, Nancy Corrion used 
her talents and investigated how to sew 
a bunting. She reported that she found a 
pattern in small to extra large sizes: McCalls 
#4236. Nancy happily reported that the 
pattern took only a little over a yard, and 
she was able to make one in two hours. The 
grand total was $8. What a nice alternative 
to the heavy quilts many families buy or 
make for their new grandchild or new niece 
or nephew. Nancy also investigated the rules regarding infant clothing 

with the Consumer’s Product Safety Commission. Based on the Guidelines 009808: **The rules for 
fl ame resistance or snug fi t do not apply to sleepwear for sizes nine months and under because infants 
that wear these sizes are insuffi  ciently mobile to expose themselves to an open fl ame.  

“TUMMY TIME” Quilts and Blankets

Handmade quilts and blankets are still 
wonderful keepsakes and are great for TUMMY 

TIME.  CAN volunteer, DonnaLynn Holland, wrote 
this little corner label.   Handmade quilts and blankets 

are donated by Project Linus Christ Lutheran Reese, Sha-
ron Rabie and friends. Loxie Lund a Forester Representative 

and  dedicated CAN volunteer,  sews labels on each blanket we 
receive before they are given to families.

Corner Label Poem

“I’m a soft pretty blanket to admire and adore but I’m not for a crib; I’m 
placed on the fl oor.  Spend time with your babies on their tummies everyday 

but always take them with you when you need to walk away.”  Parenting Tips:  
Never place heavy blankets near sleeping babies.  Always place babies on their 

backs before you walk away.  Never fall asleep with babies.  If you get sleepy, place 
them in their crib and lay them on their back .

These labels can be made on an ink jet printer and then either sewn or ironed into the corner of a 
handmade blanket or quilt.  Seam allowance is needed if you plan to sew them on the corner of the 
quilt.

Tips to avoid arguments 

1. Give your child choices.  This works at most 
ages!  For example, say, “You have to wear socks, 
but you can pick the red ones or the blue ones.”  
Be sure to use choices you can live with and then 
praise them when they pick, “Good choice!”

2.  Tell your child what to expect.  “We’re 
going to two stores today, but not the toy store;  
You have 10 more minutes to play, then we need 
to go.”

3.  Model the behavior you’d like to see.  Do 
not argue with your child.  Remain calm and do 
not yell.

4.  Have a routine.  This will help children know 
what to expect.  Bedtime is after one book, home-
work is done before TV, etc.  Be sure the rules are 
clear and consistent.

5.  Explain your reasons.  But don’t expect your 
children to fully understand.  Making good deci-
sions takes years of practice and children need a 
good role model.

These tips are brought to you by:  The National 
Exchange Club.  The National Exchange Club is 
a volunteer organization of men and women 
dedicated to preventing child abuse and improving 
their communities.
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CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER PROGRAM UPDATES

CASA  PROGRAM UPDATES

Barb Andrews                              

CAC Forensic Interviewer

It is imperative that the CAC staff  fi nd training to keep our knowledge base about child abuse current.  
We have been very fortunate to have secured many opportunities for continuing education in this 
fi eld by taking the time to research grant opportunities to attend state and national trainings. 

The Case and Care Coordinators utilized one of our grant sources to attend the 24th National Sympo-
sium on Child Abuse and the 5th Annual Multidisciplinary Conference on Child Abuse.   Our forensic 
interviewer authored and received a scholarship which paid for her to attend the Symposium as well.  
In August the team discovered another scholarship through the Offi  ce of Victim’s of Crime (OVC)   to 
pay for the 20th Annual Crimes Against Children Conference in Dallas, TX.  The Saginaw County Sheriff  
Department also sent two of its investigators to this training to increase their knowledge in the inves-
tigation of child abuse.  There were several local (within Michigan) trainings sought out and attended 
by various team members.  This local and national training is necessary to continue to serve our child 
victims and their non-off ending family members in our community through the investigative process 
and to ensure they are being served with the best knowledge and skill possible.  

The team then shares knowledge gained with the multidisciplinary team (law enforcement, child 
protective services, counselors, etc.) either on an individual basis or as an educational piece for our 
team meetings. 

CAC STAFF ATTEND ADVANCED TRAINING

Highlighted CASA Volunteer
Mary Ann Haight was sworn in as a CASA 
volunteer on April 10, 2003.  She was in the fourth 
training class for the new CASA Program.  She has 
advocated for seven children dedicating 268 face- 
to-face contact hours with the children.  Mary Ann 
is very thorough and dedicated to all her assigned 
CASA cases. MaryAnn has been an asset to the 
CASA Program.   

Mary Ann  and husband Don recently celebrated 
her 50th wedding anniversary party given by  
their four children.  They also have eight grand-
children and one great-granddaughter.   Mary 
Ann, thank you for your dedication and commitment.

Currently the CASA 
Program of Saginaw 
County has 69 active 
CASA volunteers serv-
ing 75 children.  A new 

CASA training class started October 1, 2008 with 
nine new participants.  They will be participating 
in 30 hours of training with an additional 10 hours 
of court observation before being sworn in by the 
Honorable Judge Faye Harrison on November 3, 
2008. 

Playhouse Winner
Spence Brothers of Saginaw generously 
donated a beautiful playhouse to the CASA 
Program to help us with our CASA signature 
fund raiser.  The winning ticket was drawn on 
August 8th at the PRIDE Family Night Event.  The 
winner of this year’s playhouse was Jodi Per-
sicke and her son Jonathan.  She said that 
Jonathan is having so much fun already and she 
is sure he will for many years to come.  The CASA 
staff  would like to thank Spence Brothers for 
their generous 
donation, all the 
volunteers that 
sold tickets and 
to all the people 
who bought 
tickets to help 
support the 
CASA program.  
A total of $1,733 
was raised 
for the CASA 
program.

Sarah Bertrand, BSW                            

CAC Case Coordinator

Laura Cosier, LMSW                           

CAC Care Coordinator

Bonnie Skornia, RN,                           

CAC Program Director

Inquire today about the power 
you have to change a child's 

life.  

For more information and application please call, 
Gloria Novak, CASA Supervisor at 752-7226 or visit 
our website at www.cancouncil.org

CASA are empowerd everyday citizens serving as 
offi  cers of the court. In an overburdened social 
welfare system, abused and neglected children 
often slip through the cracks among hundreds 
of current cases. CASA volunteers change that. 
Appointed by judges, CASA volunteers typically 
handle just one case at a time—and commit 
to staying on that case until the child is placed 
in a safe, permanent home. While others may 
come and go, CASA volunteers provide that one 
constant that children need in order to thrive.

Are you ready to stand 
up for a 
child who 
needs 
you? 
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Roofsit 2008 Rocks the Community

                    Participating McDonalds

Saginaw                        Bay City
Bay    Broadway
E. Genesee  Center 
Holland   Euclid
M-81   Kawkawlin
Mackinaw/US-10  M-15
North Michigan  North Euclid
Saginaw Mall  South Euclid
South Michigan  Washington
State    Wilder
Tittabawassee  
      Auburn               Shields           Freeland

Top fi ve restaurants were:  Wilder, 
State, Tittabawasee, Center and 

Freeland McDonald’s.           

Throughout the month of August and in particular on August 20, 21, and 22 the people of Bay and Saginaw Counties joined 
forces to raise $27,836.11!  This helps to ensure that the Children’s Advocacy Centers of both counties can continue to provide 
a safe, compassionate place for children who are suspected of being physically or sexually abused to tell what has happened to 
them.  A special thank you to the Citadel Station WIOG 102.5 for providing the dedicated airwaves, DJ’s and staff  for the three 
days,  The McDonald’s Restaurant on Wilder Road in Bay City graciously provided the “roof” again this year.  Our heartfelt thank 
you also to all the customers, individuals, children, and volunteers providing the contributions and materials.

ROOFSIT 2008

 Sponsors
Art Sample Furniture & 

Design
Chemical Bank 
Citadel Station/WIOG 

102.5
Coca-Cola
Dr. Pepper

Farm Bureau Insurance-
Barb Engelhardt

Spence Brothers
United Financial Credit 

Union
WNEM TV5
Wolgast Corporation

Autozone
Bay Area Rental
Bier Garden
Church of Christ
Clor Cycle
COPOCO Credit Union
Crest Uniforms
Frankenmuth Jaycees
F.P. Horak
Garber Management
Great Beginnings Daycare
Hausbeck Pickles
Kinder Kare Daycare
Landahl Packaging

McDonald’s -Wilder
MW Tux
Nikki’s Daycare
Rattlesnake Ricks
Red Lobster
Ruby Tuesday’s
Saginaw Spirits
Sirens Motorcycle 

Club
Stu Moran
Tri-City Party Rentals
Two Men & A Truck
Yeo & Yeo

 Donors

 Hundreds of individuals
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 Volunteer Opportunities VOLUNTEER PROGRAM UPDATES

If you would like to volunteer for the following 
events, please call Catherine, 752-7226 or 
email: catherine@cancouncil.org. 

Halloween Harvest at the Zoo,  volunteers  
will provide a free give away for all.  Costumes 
encouraged, 2 hour shifts available for the  fol-
lowing days: 
Friday, October 24, from 4 pm - 8 pm
Saturday, October 25,  from 4 pm-8 pm
Sunday, October 26,  from 3 pm - 7 pm 

Saginaw Spirit Hockey Games, volunteers 
needed to sell 50/50 tickets  and hockey 
programs.  Proceeds benefi t the CAN Council 
Endowment fund.  Volunteers are needed for 
the following scheduled games:

Friday, October 17,  from 5:15 pm - 9:15 pm
Friday,  November 7,  from 5:15 pm - 9:15 pm 
Tuesday, December 30,  from 5:15 pm - 9:15 pm
Saturday, January 24,  from 5:15 pm - 9:15 pm

Holiday in the Heart of the City,  volunteers 
to assist with the lighting ceremony at City Hall, 
provide crowd control, assistance to passengers 
on the wagon ride and/or assist with clean up. 

Friday,  November 21,  from 5 - 9:30 pm

PRIDE Parade, volunteers needed to get in the 
spirit of the holiday season.  Volunteers  needed 
to help decorate the fl oat, carry the CAN Council 
banner and pass out candy. 

Saturday, Nov. 22,  from 9 am - 1 pm.

Home Builders Show,  volunteers will direct 
visitors, monitor stair entrances, and assist with 
check-in at the handicap entrance.  CAN Council 
will receive an $8/hr. donation for every volun-
teer hour worked.  2-3 hour shifts are available 
for the following days:
  

Friday, March 13, 2009 from 2:45 pm - 8 pm
Saturday, March 14, 2009 from 9:45 am - 8 pm
Sunday, March 15, 2009 from 11:45 am -5 pm

Volunteers.... Thank You!
The CAN Council was active in the community, 
and we would like to expression our apprecia-
tion to the following volunteers for assisting 
with these special events:

SAVE THE DATE!
AUCTION  2009

FEB. 26TH

Old Town Car Show:  Deborah Lesher, Pat 
McCloy and Jerry Schlicker

Children’s Fun Day:  Diane Ayres,  Mary 
Gordon, and Eric Palmer

Lake Huron C.U. Member Appreciation:  
Allison Nall

Offi  ce Volunteers:  Broderick Greer, Lisa Jaen-
icke, Carolena Novak, and Kaitlyn Skornia

Summer Interns:  
Allison Nall, 

Eric Palmer, Crystal 
Gary

Newsletter:  Diane Ayres, Rose Ferchau, 
Bonnie Gilson, Mary Gordon, Broderick & Elaine 
Greer, Joan Hepinstall, Colleen Kapuscinski, 
Shirley Lenk, Alexandria & Celestina Martinez, 
and Gloria Mellott

PRIDE Friday Night Live Events:  Jill Dise, 
Deb Evans, Lori Gailbrook, Val Lee, Jerry 
Schlicker, and Carol Wolfgram

Sams’ Club:  Angela Nichols, Alexandria & 
Celestina Martinez; Exchange Members:  Nancy 
Corrian, Mike Manzoni, & Buck Rutenbar

Father/Child Day:  Taylor & Tyler Collins and 
Vera Harrison

Frankenmuth Parade:  Val Lee and Randy 
Roberts

Healthy You-N-the Zoo:  Allison Nall

National Kids Night Out:  Bonnie Gilson, 
Doris LaClair and Gloria Mellott 

Spirt Hockey:  Julie Coughran, Jack & 
Rose Ferchau, Justin Gilbert, Bonnie Gilson, 
DonnaLynn Holland, Doug Kohl,  Eugenia 
Jarema, Marge Leuenberger, Kevin Mendyk 
and Earl Swank 

Delta College Agency Fair:  Rhoda 
Dietrich and Liz Parks

WIOG Roofsit:  Barb Andrews, Diane Ayres, 
Laura Cosier, Jill Dise, Daren Drager, Ray 
Eickholt, Deb Evans, Crystal Gary, Justin Gil-
bert, Bonnie Gilson, Mary Gordon, Benjamin 
Greenberg, Suzanne Greenberg, Broderick 
& Elaine Greer, Vera Harrison, DonnaLynn 
Holland, Sharon Hollister, Dee Howe, Lisa 
& Marcia Jaenicke, Eric Janetsky, Eugenia 
Jarema, Doug Kohl, Deb Lesher, Marge 
Leuenberger, Fred & Loxie Lund, Alexandria, 
Celestina & Catherine Martinez, Pat McCloy, 
Carolena & 
Diane Novak, Eric 
Palmer, Karen & 
Joe Polselli, Jerry 
Schlicker, David & 
Matt Sujkowski, 
Angela Turner, 
Pam Winters
and  Carol 
Wolfgram 

United Way Day of Caring:  Terianne 
Carey, Danielle Carey, Kaitlyn Clausee

Welcome Interns! 
Sharea Brown - S.W. major from Delta College 

Shannon Darby - S.W. major from SVSU

Jennifer Geneseo - has obtained an Associate 
Degree in Elementary Education  and is cur-
rently majoring in  Social Work  at  Delta College

Katie Jackson - currenlty fi nishing  a Bachelors 
in Psychology to pursue a Masters degree 
in Marriage & Family Therapy from Liberty 
University

Chelsie Loeffl  er - S.W. major from SVSU

Chelsea Smith - S.W. major from SVSU pursue-
ing studies in Youth Ministires/Missionaries

Nichole Thurston - Dual major in Correction 
and Social Work from Delta College    

Justin Gilbert & Marge Leunberger
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FINANCIAL CORNER UPDATES                       

Grants Received
Andersen Foundation
HealthPlus Rainmaker Award
National Children’s Alliance
Saginaw County Lawyers Auxiliary
Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust

Advocate
Tim & Lori Hausbeck/Hausbeck Pickles
Independent Order of Foresters #1195

Supporter
AT & T Employee Giving Campaign 
Catholic Federal Credit Union
Timbertown Dollology Club

Patron
Shannon & Andrew Banks
Tom Braley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gizowski
Health Delivery Employees
Kiwanis Club of Saginaw-Thomas Township
Pam Winters

Friend
Jeanne Braeutigam
Lynn Brummell-Presley
Michael & Sue Ellen Clayton
Patricia McLellan
Patricia Rehmann
Paul Schroeder

Memorials
Pam Winters
In Memory of Elsie Cardinal 

Karin Hobbs
In Memory of Marvel Gregus

Gerald & Kathleen Fettinger
Jim & Vicki Goodell
Dan & Jeanne McLaren
Diane & Mike Noblett
Nancy & Jim Warner
Cliff  & Diane Warnert
In Memory of Janice Coats

Doug & Jan Mazany
In Memory of Gary Longtain

MANY HANDS HELP FULFILL CAN COUNCIL MISSION

Honorariums
Lindsay Stevens & Holly Longtain
To Honor the Birthday of Elisa Basil

Through the AT & T Employees Giving Campaign, $600 
was recently donated.  Employees participated in 
an online auction, ice cream social, hot dog sale and 
something called “walking taco”!

Be A Kid Again - Party Idea
Turning 40 (or 50, 60, 70) and looking for a fun 
way to celebrate!  Throw a party, play games like 
Pin the Tail on the Donkey, whack a piñata and 
instead of getting gifts, ask your guests to make a 
donation to your favorite charity.  

We all know someone special – 
someone we love, admire and 
respect.  Relationships like these 
are priceless.  Memorial gifts are 
given in honor or memory of 
special loved ones and friends.  
They are gifts given in thoughtful 
remembrance and serve as a 
permanent expression of love, 
honor and recognition.

IRA GIFT ROLLOVER RENEWED

With the signing 
of the Emergency 
Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 
2008, the Senate 
added the exten-

sion of the charitable IRA rollover provision 
that had expired at the end of 2007.  This 
extension applies to distributions com-
pleted in 2008 and 2009.

Making gifts in 2008 and 2009 from 
IRA funds that could be subject to tax if 
withdrawn voluntarily or under mandatory 
withdrawal requirements may be a wise 
choice for many.   Congress is allowing 
these individuals with traditional or Roth 
IRAs to make tax-free gifts directly to quali-
fi ed charities.  The CAN Council would be 
eligible to be a recipient of these funds.

Key provisions include:

Donors must be age 70 ½ at the time • 
the gift is made.
Charitable gifts to be made directly • 
from an IRA to the charity.
An individual can give a maximum of • 
$100,000 in 2008 and an additional 
$100,000 in 2009.  A spouse can give 
an equal amount from his/her IRA.
Individuals can make as many gifts in • 
any amount to as many charities as 
desired as long as the total does not 
exceed $100,000.
The gift may not be made to a private • 
foundation, donor advised fund, or 
supporting organization.

If you wilsh to make this tax-free gift to 
the CAN Council, call Suzanne Greenberg, 
President/CEO at (989) 752-7226 or email 
her at www.sgreenberg@cancouncil.org 
for additional information or contact your 
fi nancial advisor.

Catholic 
Fed-
eral Credit 
Union con-
tinues to 
support our 
programs 

and recently Bridget Lobby presented a $500 check 
to board members:  L-R, Board Chair-Karen Stiffl  er, 
Erin Looby, Vickie Stuart;  Back Row:  Drewe Robinson, 
Cynthia Morley, President/CEO-Suzanne Greenberg & 
Pam Winters.

Catholic Federal Credit Union YOUR PURCHASE = REVENUE FOR CAN

The CAN Council is in the 
process of becoming an 
affi  liate of the AT & T 

Revenue for You Program.  This exciting opportunity 
could generate substantial revenue for the CAN 
Council just by you purchasing your AT & T products 
like the new U-verse, high speed internet, and phone 
services through our website.  Begin your order at 
our website (www.cancouncil.org), purchase by 
clicking on the AT & T banner, and your favorite char-
ity (CAN Council) will receive a signifi cant donation 
from AT & T, anywhere between $10 and $100.  Any 
questions, call Delores at 752-7226.

*  *  *  *  *  *



� Designated Council for the Children’s  Trust Fund (CTF)  
 and United Way of Saginaw County

� Full Member of the National Children’s Alliance

� Accredited Member of the National CASA   
 Association

� Winner of the Children’s Trust Fund (CTF) 1999 &           

     2003 “Local Council of  Excellence” Award
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GIVE.  ADVOCATE.  VOLUNTEER.

The CAN Council Saginaw County is a United Way Agency. 

REACH OUT A HAND TO ONE AND 
INFLUENCE THE CONDITION OF ALL!

♦  FIND YOUR VOICE ♦  JOIN HANDS♦  OPEN YOUR HEART

♦  LEND YOUR MUSCLES

LIVE UNITED  

HOW TO LIVE UNITED!  
♦  GIVE 10% ♦  GIVE 100% ♦  GIVE 110%

♦  GIVE AN HOUR ♦  GIVE A SATURDAY

♦  THINK OF WE BEFORE ME


